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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CANBERRA 5899 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, MTN, OVIP, AS 

SUBK: VISIT OF STR - DENT 

REF: STATE 200334 

1 . EMBASSY WELCOMES PROPOSED STR VISIT AND WILL MAKE EVERY 
EFFORT TO ARRANGE USEFUL CANBERRA MEETING. 

2. WE SHOULD ADVISE, HOWEVER, THAT PRELIMINARY SOUNDING 

16 AUSUST WITH GOA INDICATES OCTOBER 1 OR OCTOBER 2 VISIT MAY 
PRECLUDE HIGH-LEVEL MEETING AS DISTINCT FROM WORKING SESSION 
WITH SUBSTATTIVE EXPERTS. 

3. OUR PRELIMINARY ADVICE FROM GOA IS THAT PARLIAMENT IS 

NOT SCHEDULED TO BE IN SESSION DURING WEEK COMMENCING SEPTEMBER 
27 AND THIS FACT PLUS MAJOR THREE-DAY HOLIDAY WEEKEND 
OCTOBER 2, 3 AND 4 MAY MEAN THAT RELEVANT MINISTERS, SPECIFICALLY 
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER FOR OVERSEAS TRADE ANTHONY, 
MINISTER FOR INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE COTTON, AND MINISTER FOR 
AGRICULTURE SINCLAIR WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE IN CANBERRA 
OCTOBER 1 OR OCTOBER 2. IN ADDITION, PERMANENT SECRETARY OF 
DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE MCKAY IS NOW SCHEDULED TO BE 
ABROAD AT THAT TIME. 
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MINISTERS IS HIGHLY TENTATIVE AND THEY WILL ADVISE US IN A 
FEW DAYS ON SPECIFIC MINISTERIAL SCHEDULES. WE WILL REPORT 
FURTHER INFORMATION AS SOON AS RECEIVED, BUT FELT AMBASSADOR 
DENT MIGHT WISH TO HAVE THIS VERY PRELIMINARY ADVICE FOR 
INFORMATION, ESPECIALLY IF RESPONSES FROM OTHER ADDRESSEES OF 
STATE 200334 POINTED TOWARD ANY REVISION OF SCHEDULE. 

HARGROVE 
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